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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

1401 EAST BROAD STREET

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA  23219-2000



January 30, 2007
MEMORANDUM

To:  All Holders of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s 2001 Road and Bridge Standards
The current design standards for Transition Curves (TC-5.01 and TC-5.04) have been revised and the attached revision documents are to be added to your copy of the VDOT 2001 Road and Bridge Standards.  The revision updates specific terminology in the TC-5.01 Standards to conform to the terminology used in the AASHTO 2004 A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets (“Green Book”).  These changes include:

· The “Crown Runoff” (CR) has been changed to “Tangent Run out” (Lt).  This term denotes the transition distance from normal crown to the 0% grade on the high side of the superelevation.

· The “Length of Spiral” (LS) has been changed to “Super Runoff” (Lr).  This term denotes the transition distance from 0% grade on the high side of the superelevation to full superelevation.

In addition to these changes, all references to Appendix A of the VDOT Road Design Manual have been revised to reference Chapter 3 of the AASHTO Green Book.  An insertable sheet will not be required in plan assemblies for this revision.  To avoid confusion, the old TC-5 Standard has also been revised to reflect the AASHTO Green Book terminology.  

If you have any questions or comments regarding the listed revisions to this publication, please contact Steve Van Cleef of the Standards and Special Design Section at (804) 786-2532.

Sincerely,

Mohammad Mirshahi, P.E.

State Location and Design Engineer

David S. Ekern, P.E.
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